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at Northridge United Methodist Church 
9650 Reseda Blvd., Northridge, CA  

 
Special Guest: 

 
Hilda Solis  

Congresswoman, 32nd  District   
& 

 Member of the Congressional Hunger Caucus 

Valley Hunger Action Forum 
”A Blueprint to End Hunger” 
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Come participate in a stimulating afternoon that 
will equip you with the tools, action steps, and 
local network to overcome hunger here in our 
communities. 

 
Partial list of co-sponsors: 
Valley Interfaith Council’s Social 
Concerns Committee;  Bread for the 
World;  The Alliance for Democracy; The 
Los Angeles Regional Food Bank; The 
Coalition to End Hunger and 
Homelessness; RESULTS; The People 
Speak

 
 
 
 

As with the rest of America and the world, our 
prayers and sentiments go out to the people affected 
by the Hurricane. 
 
We encourage all to help in the ways they can 
through their own Faith based relief organizations.  
The Salvation Army is supporting 1,000 individuals 
from the affected areas, re-locating them in Bell.  
Your local Salvation Army and Red Cross are always 
reputable sources in which to donate.  Our good 
citizens are resilient and will rise to the challenges. 
 



 

Message 
from the 

Chair 
 
 
 

 
I ask you to join hands with me in a prayer for the 
victims of the hurricane disaster and their families.  I 
ask you to cry with me about the thousands of lives 
that were lost, the tens of thousands of homes and 
businesses that were destroyed, and the shattering and 
separation and displacement of hundreds of thousands 
of families.  I ask you to grieve with me about the 
overwhelming destruction and trauma that occurred.  I 
ask you to contemplate with me about the massive 
forces that enfold and touch us and about the diverse 

personalities of mankind we have witnessed:  folly; 
depravity; greed; kindness; compassion; and 
benevolence.  I ask you to agree with me that it is 
because of those forces and personalities, and as a 
result of them, that VIC is essential and must 
accomplish its goals.  And I ask you to offer what you 
can for the relief of the hurricane victims, whether by 
donation or in some other form of support. 
  
May all of those persons who survived the disaster be 
sustained and soothed and have fulfilling lives.  And 
may we never again have to confront such deaths and 
devastation. 
  
    Thank you for your caring and your compassion. 
  
Earl Fagin 
 

 



THIS AIN’T KANSAS 
ANYMORE  

 
 
Following the yellow 
brick road from the 
Midwest wheat fields to 
the ‘Emerald City’ is 
VALLEY INTERFAITH 
COUNCIL’S newest staff 
addition at the VIC office 
in Chatsworth; Nancy Ann 
Bevins.  Striving to utilize 
the transformational 

nature of ‘story’ to shine a light on the human 
condition is her goal.  “Film is one great way to do that 
with a captured, vast audience,” says Bevins.  In May, 
Nancy obtained her Master of Fine Arts Degree in 
Film Production from Loyola Marymount University 
in Los Angeles to further promote this endeavor.  As a 
chaplain on campus, Bevins mentored young students 
in their first few years at the University, offering 
cookies and an open door. 
 
Born and raised on a cattle farm in the Midwest, 
Bevins received her Bachelor of Science degree in 
business from Iowa State University.  Malcontent with 
corporate America, Bevins moved her career into the 
Arts, starting with the Houston Grand Opera, and then 
producing in smaller theatre venues in the South.  Ever 
cognizant of the need to renew a life, Bevins spent 
nearly two years working for a charity made up of 
several different denomination churches.  Coming in 
contact first hand with the homeless, jobless, hungry 
and disenfranchised persons, Bevins sought ways to 
elevate their condition. 
 

In the Appalachian mountains of North Carolina 
Bevins wrote and produced her first ‘commercial’ film 
BIRTHMARK, the story of how an abused and 
abandoned baby influences the lives of one woman 
and then the small mountain community in which she 
lives.  Bevins has gone on to write, produce and direct 
eight short films.  Realizing the ‘Wizard behind the 
curtain’ resides in Los Angeles, Bevins moved to LA, 
to learn the distribution and financing side of the 
business. 
 
“Here at VALLEY INTERFAITH COUNCIL I hope 
to use my talents to intensify awareness and a call-for-
action from among the very marrow that makes up our 
community,” expressed Nancy.  She serves on the 
OPEN CALL board, an entertainment mentoring 
fellowship ‘where we encourage and guide young 
artists’.  Our programs with seasoned veterans always 
include a faith dimension.   Nancy also volunteers at 
addiction relief centers twice a week.  As a member of 
Toastmaster’s International, Bevins delivers award 
winning presentations to both large and small 
audiences.  “I won my first speech contest in the 5th 
grade,” says Bevins, “and at sixteen, a trip to 
Washington, DC for an Rural Electric Cooperative 
speech.  I was hooked.” 
 
Tapping her ruby red slippers, Bevins has come home.  
Newly married to a hometown California surfing boy 
and guitar playing, Ken Bevins from Westchester she 
admits, “He is my Scarecrow, Tin man, and Lion 
rolled into one.”   
 
Nancy’s responsibilities at VIC will include member 
and donor relations, coordination of VIC’s speakers’ 
bureau, and our roving reporter for the newsletter.  
WELCOME NANCY! 
 

*** 

 URGENT NOTICE 
 
VIC’s Meals on Wheels program is in dire need of volunteer drivers.  We have clients who need meals 
but without drivers we are unable to meet their need. 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 
*  Recruit five people in your business or religious organization to “adopt” one route (which is usually  
7-8 meal deliveries) one day a week during the hours of 11:00am – 1pm.   
 
*  Volunteer yourself to cover a route one day per week.  Perhaps your children are now in school and 
you have some time in the middle of the day. 
 
*  Donate funds to hire a driver part time. 



30th Annual  
Valley CROP Hunger 

Walk 
 

This year, to mark the 30th Anniversary of the San 
Fernando Valley CROP Walk, and to highlight the 
severity of the increasing problem of hunger in the 
Valley, VIC  joined forces with the Valley Cultural 
Center to make the CROP Walk a part of the Concerts 
in the Park series in Warner Park. The CROP Walk 
was  held on July 17, and was topped off by the  
“Concert to Prevent Hunger,” featuring the 
Marvelettes.  The special guest host of the Walk 
and the concert was  Fritz Coleman, NBC4’s 
weathercaster and VIC’s Preventing Hunger 
Campaign spokesman. Despite over 100 degree 
heat, the Walk raised over $19,000, 25 percent of 
which will remain in the Valley to fund VIC’s hunger 
assistance programs with the remainder  going to 
international hunger and disaster relief. 

 Following the Walk, VIC invited Crop 
Walkers and concert goers alike to participate in  a 
variety of game and activity booths with the proceeds 
of these activities going 100 percent  to support VIC’s 
hunger assistance programs. These booths were 
sponsored by Congressman Brad Sherman, Council 
member Dennis Zine, Carnahan & Associates, St John 
Baptist de la Salle, Gas Company , The Daily News, 
Debbie & Sandy’s Homemade,  J.K.P. Barsna Dham, 
and  Calm  Bodies Massage and Body Works. CROP 
Walkers were also treated to a feast donated by Stone 
Fire Grill, Pizza Cookery, BJ’s, and Grandpa Fred’s 
BBQ.   

 VIC gratefully acknowledges the special 
efforts of Fritz Coleman and Jim Kinsey and the 
Valley Cultural Center for their overwhelming support 
and assistance in making this event a success.  Last, 
but certainly not least, VIC wishes to thank all of our 
faithful CROP Walkers, volunteers, and committee 
members, without whom none of this would have been 
possible.  

*** 
 

Valley CROP HUNGER Walk 2005  
 

Total Contributions - $19,495.68  
(includes Valley Interfaith Council 25%,  

designated donations, & on-line donations) 
 

Organizations - 27 Envelopes – 123 
 

 
Organization 

Walker 
Envel. 

Total  
$ 

Undesignated 4 160.00 
12th Church Christ, Scientist 1 50.00 
Central Lutheran 3 300.00 
Christian Science, Van Nuys  1 250.00 
Cong Church of the Chimes 9 1917.00 
Emerson Unitarian Universalist 1     50.00 
Faith Lutheran 2     125.00 
Faith Presbyterian (No.Hollywd) 4  800.00 
First UMC, Canoga Park 7 1600.00 
First UMC, Reseda 6 1118.00 
Gas Company 1 95.00 
Kol Tikvah 3 140.00 
Little White Chapel 2 30.00 
Northridge UMC 10 1370.00 
Sepulveda UMC 2 300.00 
St. Bernadine of Sienna 5 480.00 

St. James Presbyterian 3 332.00 
St. John Baptist de la Salle 8 1680.00 
St. Mark’s Presbyterian 6 1168.00 
St. Martin in the Fields 5 456.00 
St. Paul’s UMC 7 895.00 
St. Stephen’s Presbyterian 6 1070.00 
Temple Adat Ari El 1 100.00 
Temple Ahavat Shalom 2 359.00 
Toluca Lake UMC 4 680.00 
SF Valley Interfaith Council 9 2499.68 
Woodland Hills Presbyterian 5 796.00 
Woodland Hills UMC 5 675.00 
   

 
Valley Interfaith Council - $4 798.90 

 (25% of $19,495.68) 
 

 
Designated Donations - $1799.00 

 

No. Organization 
Amoun

t 
1 American Friends Service Com 20.00 
1 Amer Jewish Joint Distribution Com 200.00 
1 HR 175.00 
3 Heifer International 665.00 
2 Lutheran World Relief     

200.00 
25 MAZON 339.00 

 
 



Our Sincere Gratitude  
 
Our East Valley Senior Center Nutrition program was 
the recipient of a $500 from Alan Williams  and John 
Williams in memory of Norman Walter Williams . 
 
A truckload of food and $1,061 was donated to VIC 
food programs from the employees at MACY’s in 
Woodland Hills as a result of their recent “Bag 
Hunger” campaign.  Our thanks to all the Macy 
employees for their generosity and to Joyce Gilliam, 
Executive Assistant at MACY’s for spearheading the 
campaign.   
 
The Interfaith Family Assistance program received 
clothing donations from Wanda Klein and Roberta 
Wulf.   
 
Major financial support for the Meals on Wheels 
program came from Secured Bankers Mortgage 
Company who donated $1,875.00.  
 

*** 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Manna now grows from the 

earth, 
 and to feed the hungry 

 it is not enough to wait for 
 the manna to fall from heaven. 

 
We are God’s co-workers 
and we share in the sacred 

responsibility. 
 

 
Rabbi Harold Schulweis 

 
 October 
Religious Observances 
 

October 4 

St. Francis Day 
Catholic Christian 

Ramadan begins 
Islam 

Navaratri begins 
Hindu 

 
October 4-5 

Rosh Hashanah 
Jewish 

 
October 12 

Dasera 
Hindu 

Confucius Birthday 
Chinese religions 

 
October 13 

Yom Kippur 
Jewish 

 
October 18-24 

Sukkot 
Jewish 

 
October 20 

Birth of the B’ab 
Baha’i 

Installation of  Scriptures  
as Guru Granth 

Sikh 
 

October 30 
Laylat el Qadr 

Islam 
 

October 31 
All Hallows Eve 

Christian 
Reformation Day 

Protestant Christian 



Diary of a MOW Driver 
Or 

 ‘How to be a Missionary in your 
Own Backyard’ 

 
Ever dream of going to Africa to serve the hungry?  
Alright, so that is extreme.  Instead I traveled only ten 
miles to become a MOW driver.  My first day.  Not 
nervous.  I welcomed the new adventure, besides there 
are no tigers or elephants on my route.  First stop, the 
Bernardi Senior Center.  In the basement I was 
directed to the MOW office where I met Alan.  Ever 
conscientious, he got me set up with the normal 
paperwork, careful to select the exact route for me. 

Brown paper bags 
stood at-attention, 
ready to receive the 
food for the day.  
Guys were starting to 
arrive.  Bill, the 

“King”, 
commandeered 

loading the bags.  
Diligently wiping 
each item, Bill 
noticed one bad apple.  
Insistent, he replaced 
the spoiled fruit so the 
client would not be 
shorted.  Happy.  He 
found a juice.  The 

Virgin medallion dangled over his tie. 
 

With teamwork in full 
motion six folks start 
loading the bags with 
sandwiches.  Chick 
arrived.  He has been 
driving for ten years.  “I 
enjoy it!  Getting out, 
meeting the people, 
driving the 
neighborhoods.”  On this 
day he was concerned 
with one woman who 
seemed in need of special 
care.   
 
Amidst the jovial kidding 
there grew a poignancy, 
rising above the driver’s 
banter.  “Some folks call 

to say they really enjoyed the meal.  Some sound very 
lonely.  It is really sad, when you get the call that 

someone has just passed away,” this from Danny who 
mans the phones, William looked to be the oldest, mid 
70’s, yet the fittest of the bunch so he helped load my 
car.  They nickname him Atlas.  With his hearing 
problem he does not drive but he helps in the 
preparation. 

 

Fully loaded, I 
take my written 
directions.  So 
exacting they 
include how to 
exit the parking 
lot.  My first 
house.  Ring the 
doorbell and met 
Alan!!  He is a 
bowler who hurt 
his right arm.  
Instead of giving 
up, he bowls in 
three leagues 

using his left hand!!  What determination.  I did open 
his milk for him.  Inspired, I felt a bit lazy since he 
was going to bowl three times in the next 24 hours. 
 

My next stop was a younger woman who suffered 
from MS.  She was quiet.  After a simple ‘hello’ I left 
her with her cat.  The next directions tell me to go to 
the backdoor, client is hard of hearing and has a dog so 
close gate.  On my fourth stop, I stepped into a 
glamour magazine.  The Grand Dame, Barbara sat 
perfectly coiffed in make-up, red ringlet curls, 
strikingly vivid red gown perched in a richly decorated 
living room replete with chandelier and china cups.  
Pure poetry.  She smiled graciously and told me her 
son got her involved with MOW and she loves the 
dinners. 
 

Next was a couple who remarked about me being a 
new driver.  Later the guys at the base explain the 
clients get used to their drivers.  MOW drivers become 
their friends.  They look forward to seeing us.  This is 
as it should be.   
 

Back at the base I checked in with Alan and Danny 
who were happy to hear I did not get lost and that I 
had a great time.  Rewarding.  You too can become a 
MOW driver and deliver food to the homebound.  To 
visit this mission field in your own backyard, call 
Ileene Parker at 818-374-5350.    
 

 Nancy Ann Bevins 
VIC Communications Dept. 
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                  WIN! 
 

                                  A Round of Golf for Three 
                                  at the famous 

                                         SHERWOOD COUNTRY CLUB  
                           Thousand Oaks, CA 

 

($900 Value) 
Good on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays 

(Raffle tickets $10.00 each) 
Winner need not be present to WIN 

If you cannot attend the Tournament, you can still participate in the raffle. 
 

Contact VIC at 818-718-6460, ext. 3007 for tickets 


