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You are invited to join VIC at
the
2005 Annual Human Relations
Awards Dinner
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Feed the Hungry”
Thursday, May 12, 2005
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FROM THE LONG ISLAND MULTI-FAITH FORUM
COMPASSION FOR THE POOR:

As someone once observed about youth group sleepovers, "we don't all eat the ddast. bii#ferent religions do not
teach the same things, but there often are similarities among themuahdhat we can learn from one another. Here are
some thoughts shared by members of the Long Island Multi-Faith on the topic ofssangar the poor.

HINDUISM

\ / “Everything belongs to
almighty god. Sremad -
Bhagwadeeta supports the
idea of ‘trusteeship’. Love
and compassion for the poor

are the thought-pillars on
which the eastern philosophy
firmly stands. Rich people much share their wealth with
their poor compatriot not as owner of wealth but just as
trusteeship of wealth.”

--Narinder Kapoor
ISLAM

"The state must learn, and

the rich must learn, that
4 giving alms is a good deed in
times of prosperity and ease.
But when duress is extreme
and the crisis intense and
when a plague strikes, then
giving alms is not a good deed but a duty imposed by
justice. . ..

"The state must learn that in times of prosperity and
ease God commanded the leaders of the Muslims to take
from the rich and give to the poor, until no hungry or
deprived person remains..."

--Taha Hussein, "The Sufferers,"
American University in Cairo Press.

A man once asked the Prophet what was the best thing in
Islam, and the latter replied, "It is to feed the hungry and
give the greeting of peace both to those one knows and
to those one does not know."

--Hadith of Bukhari

(The foregoing was excerpted from the Long Island
Council of Churches newsletter. Our April issue cotained
teachings on this topic from BAHAI, BUDDHISM and
CHRISTIANITY)

JAIN

"Those who serve poor, serve me."

-Mahaverra (The 24and

last tirthankara for Jains)

JUDAISM
" . what makes me most
comfortable with the liberal

label, and proud of it, is the
place compassion  occupies
within both Jewish tradition and
liberalism. Yes, individual

responsibility is a fundamental
Jewish precept. But so is the

responsibility of government and society to relieve
human suffering and to provide justice for all citizens.
Jewish teaching, while holding high the expectations of
the individual, points to the destructive impact of
poverty and hopelessness on the disadvantaged of
society and demands concern for the widow and the
orphan, the abolition of poverty and the repair of the

social order."

--Rabbi Jerry Davidson, Temple Beth El, Great Neck

SIKHISM

The Sikh gurus (teachers)
initiated the practice of sitting in
a "Pangat" or line and eating
together. People were supposed
to sit on the floor in a line, rich
or poor, high caste or low caste,
Brahmin or untouchable, kings

and paupers, men and women to respect the dignity of
the poor who were eating in God's house or the Guru's
home. No one says "we are here to feed you because you

are poor or

homeless"-all eat together. In most

gurudwaras (homes of gurus) food is served 24 hours a

day and all
--Raj Singh

are welcome to come and eat.
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Philip Dunn has gathered together in this book more
than 300 prayers from all times and all religions.
Some of the thematic categories include prayers for
meals, birth, joy, spiritual aspiration, abundance,
nature, marriage, and health.

Dunn defines prayer as an expression of soul,
communion with nature, an outgrowth of silence, a
sound of praise from the heart, a meditation upon
meaning, a purification of mind, service of others, a
relationship with God, and a reverence for mystery.
Prayer can take many forms from the Japanese tea
ceremony to Sufi or Native American dancing to the
movement of a tai chi master to the making of a
poem. Most of the petitions in this volume honor
the divine in life. Dunn concurs with J.
Krishnamurti's belief that a hundred people in
prayer, sitting together, can change the world.

The sections at the end of Prayer: Language of the
Soul are helpful and interesting. One provides
addresses, phone numbers, e-mail and web site
addresses for locations that seem to be "the most
exciting and dramatic examples of how prayer can
be used to generate joy in the world."

Reprinted with permission
www.spiritualityhealth.com
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Today over 130,000 people in the Valley — perhaps
your neighbors, former co-workers, even relatives —
are hungry.*And this doesn’t even include

children and the homeless!

VIC is rallying our
community — the residents
and businesses of the
Valley and surrounding
areas — to help to make this
ahunger-free zone!

You can do this by joining our special Coalition to
Prevent Hunger. Your small donation of money
and/or volunteer time will strengthen the bridges
that VIC and others are building to address this
growing issue.

To signal your
membership in this
Coalition, we’ll send
you a special
Preventing Hunger
wristband. Please
wear it. Your family
and friends will ask
about it, and you can extend the bridge of care and
concern for our neighbors by encouraging their
involvement.

We need your help. Be the bridge.

Yes enclosed is my check for $25  Other
. Please send me a wristband and add |ny
name to VIC's Preventing Hunger Coalition!

Mail to: VIC, 10824 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Chatswath, CA
91311

Name
Organization:

Address

City, State, Zip
E-mail address

Phone
Fax
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Valley Interfaith Council

10824 Topanga Canyon Boulevard
Chatsworth, CA 91311
www.vic-la.org

Has space available for renting to non-profit organizations
In our Sanctuary, Social Hall, and Meeting Rooms

For more information call the church offid&18) 894-8316
and ask for Maria.
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