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Message from the
Chair

It is a new year and, as | glance around, |

wonder what changes | should make and

what steps | should take and what | can
accomplish. But | see impediments in my path amgdr
distant sounds of moaning and arguing. And | am
bombarded with scenes of violence and sufferingnd A
understand that I, alone, cannot fully achieve mglg

| want to reach out to those around me, so thainl learn
from them and benefit from their experiences amengths
and help those in need. | want to join hands wither
caring people and make a difference. | want tgalis
jealousies and hatreds and anguish and anxiettiegnt to
see those who were once hungry enjoying feastgant to
see people understanding and appreciating each. othe
want VIC's mission to be accomplished.

| am fortunate to work with so many kind and caring
people. Our Board members are truly exceptioridiey
are dedicated and they devote inordinate amountheif
time to wonderful causes. And | thank them forirthe
service to VIC and our community and for being mgrids.

I am wonderfully impressed with our members and
volunteers, who understand that they can help t&ema
things better, and who are walking alongside anith ws.
And | ask each of them to consider joining a VIGnroittee
and to share with us his or her opinions and sugges

And, when | think of the people who | have met tigh
VIC, | feel more confident about the future.

| wish each of you a healthy, happy, and satisfyiegr and

| encourage you to join us at VIC's tribute to Dfartin
Luther King, Jr. on January 16, 2005, so that wa, ca
together, march for understanding and peace.

Earl Fagin
HHH

DIALOGUE IN DEPTH

VIC’s Dialogues are coming. This opportunity al®
everyone to share and learn about religious feglifg
Past dialogues included: Atheist, Bahai, Catholic,
Jewish, Methodist, Muslim, Presbyterian, Vedan{ist
and Wickan.

No need to be a scholar, you represent yoursedf.a
part of the cure, join us for an opportunity to lh
human relationships, make friends, and bring about
peace between diverse peoples.

Meet from 7:30 to 9:30 on Thursday evenings stgrt
in January. Location and dates to be determiri¢a.
fees, no reading, no obligation. Call the VIC ofi
extension 3001 to enroll.

Northridge Middle School Rocks:

In early NovemberMs. Kaiser, a teacher aNorthridge
Middle School called me to say they were conducting a
food drive and would we be able to come pick itatghe
conclusion. | said we'd be happy to. Five weekter one

of her students called and asked if we would come o
Friday, December'® to pick up the food.

When Rhetta Alexander and | met them at the presdri
time, Ms. Kaiser, smiling, stated “the kids realtame
through. They brought over 1500 cans and other- non
perishable food items.” We had arranged to deliz¢nat
same day to the food pantry housed at Reseda United
Methodist Church just three long blocks from thiecad.

Rhetta Alexander from VIC(left) presented Ms. Kaise
and a student with a certificate of appreciation theeir
food drive to benefit local residents.

As we unloaded our vehicles — cart load after t@at,
Lelia Read, manager of the pantry, stood in the doorway
shaking her head in disbelief at this windfall. utCthanks

to Northridge Middle School for this generous food
donation” says Lelia. “It is truly a big boost fas at this
time of year when we have obligated ourselves 1pitg

40 families over the holidays with food and toyssides
our regular clientele. We're so grateful”. Thmd pantry
distributes food to those in need regardless ¢t fai

| was reminded of what | had heard recently and that
sympathyis understanding the needs or feelings of another
while compassion is understanding those needs
accompanied by the willingness to get involved.

Our gratitude to Ms. Kaiser and all the students at
Northridge Middle School for their compassion todar
their neighbors.
Eileen Killoren
VIC staff
Attention: Parents, Administrators & Teachers:

During 2006, VIC’s Preventing Hunger Campaign vaitlk
for your help in adopting a food pantry in your
neighborhood. By adopting a food pantry, the sthvait
conduct quarterly food drives to assist with thedweof that
particular location. With your help, we can conte to
prevent hunger in the Valley. To adopt a food pant
contact Eileen Killoren at 818-718-6460, ext. 3002.



Poverty in Los Angeles

Rows of tents line the side walks of
Skid Row, these images flash before an
audience gathered at Temple Judea just
before Thanksgiving. While many
Americans were shopping for a
handsome bird in abundantly lined
groceries, the interfaith community
gathered to hear, discover, and maybe remedy the
plight of the poor in the Valley.

VIC’s Interfaith Relations committee hosted partslis
Gerry Straub, Filmmaker, seeking to put the power o
film at the service of the poor. Rev. Alexia
Salvatierra from C.L.U.E. added legislative ideas.
Dr. Bob Docter from the Salvation Army provided
disaster relief antidotes. Mark Novak furnished
recovery solutions, explaining that this very njght
Temple Judea would be serving a meal and providing
lodging in their facilities for the homeless. Rdé&
results for real life problems.

The next panel discussion will be February 12 ah 7p
on Truth in the Media. Check the VIC website for
details.

for Interfaith Panel Discussions

Sunday, February 12 @ 7pm

Hosted by:
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saits
5338 White Oak Avenue, Encino 91316

Panelists

Sr. RosePacatteFSP director, Pauline Center for
Media Studies with an MEd in Media Studies from the
University of London

Edina Lekozic, Communications Director for MPAC,
Muslim Public Affairs

Check the VIC website for details:  www.vic-lagor

VIC Social Concerns
Committee News

SAVE THE DATE: Preaching Peace Luncheon -
Thursday, January 19, 2006

VIC Social Concerns Committee and Interfaith
Communities United for Justice and Peace (ICUJ®) ar
co-sponsoring areaching Peace Luncheprio be
held Thursday, January 19th, from 11:00 am to 1:00
PM at the Studio City Unitarian-Universalist Church
located at 12355 Moorpark Street in Studio City.
Clergy and congregational lay leaders are encodrage
to attend the luncheon which will feature panelists
discussing the topicfhe Out-of-lIrag MovemenWhat

is the Role of Local Religious Communities?
Questions to be addressed by the panel:

What are the marks of a prophetic leadership in
the context of the local congregation?

What is a realistic, prophetic position for ending
the war?

How can religious leaders best deal with opposing
viewpoints within the congregation?

Featured clergy panelists are: Anne Hines, Paxftor
Emerson Unitarian Universalist; Rabbi Steve Jacobs,
of Kol Tikvah; and Rev. Louis Chase, United
Methodist Church.

Update on Peace and Justice Issues as Faith Issues

The Rev. Ron Degges, pastor of Little White Chapel
Christian Church in Burbank took advantage of a
recently formed partnership between the VIC Social
Concerns Committee and the Interfaith Communities
United for Justice and Peace (ICUJP). The
partnership connects speakers and resources rétated
the faith community’s unique role in responding to
peace and justice challenges with area congregation
temples and mosques. Rev. Degges invited the Rev.
Richard Bunce of ICUJP to speak at his church. rOve
130 congregants learned about ICUJP and its mission
of extending peace and justice both through adwocac
and civil disobedience. “Rev. Bunce offered ceter
ways we can get involved in confronting the ‘powers
and principalities’ of this world to bring abouteth
peaceful co-existence of all people” said Rev. [@sgg
See the August issue of the Interfaith Reportehat
VIC website (www.vic-la.org) for more information
about this program. To request a speaker for ait ad
education class, as guest preacher, Bible studietea

as members of interfaith panels, or speakers feciap
programs, contact VIC at 818-718-6460 x 3007 or the
ICUJP office at 626-683-9004.
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Honoring Pastor Andraé Crouch
for his lifelong commitment to bridging conimonngiemusic

And featuring the voices of:

Senior Citizens & Students - $10

Call 818-718-6460 x 3007
for tickets, ads,
sponsorship opportunities

or additional information

ValleyInterfaith Coun
Programs include:

- Meals on Wheels
I - A Coalition of Independent Food Pantries
: - Senior Multi-Purpose Centers & Nutrition
Programs
I - Adult Day Support Centers
- Interfaith Family Assistance
[ - Interfaith Dialogues and Panel Discussions



Daily News

Valley Interfaith Council 2005 Charity Golf digiurnam
In memory of Jill (Weiss) Slavin (LPGA)

Title Sponsor
Daily News

Platinum Cart Sponsor
Hallmark Channel

Gold Sponsor

Don & Sheryl Lautenschlager

Lunch Sponsor

Silver Sponsors
Byer California
Christopher Law Group, Inc.
First Lutheran Church, Northridge
Don Lautenschlager
Morrison Healthcare Food Services
Aurelio Monreal, Park Regency Realty
St. John Baptist de la Salle Catholic Church
Time Aviation Services
Wheatman Insurance Services

Hole In One Sponsors
Galpin Ford Hamer Toyota

Live Auction Donors
Grace Alexander
Consolidated Smart Systems
El Caballero Country Club
Don Lautenschlager
Carroll Maltzman
Mid Valley Dental
Southland Title

Event Donors
Grace Alexander
Joe Alexander
Elizabeth Anderson
Nancy Bevins
Callister & Callister
Barbara Creme
Bill Downs
Jane El Farra
Kiwanis Club of Northridge
Madeline Levin
Carroll Maltzman
Katherine & Art Rousseau
John Scardino
Tom Wallace

Champion Employment Services
Greater Community Missionary

Baptist Church

Tee Sponsors

Chatsworth Dental Group
Mark S. Novak, Attorney at Law

Fernando Garcia, Park Regency
Time Warner

Anthony Bonenfant & Co.

Bright Child

Bernie Liebovich,Coldwell Banker
Paul Davis Insurance Services
Jose & Juanita DeSosa

Bill Downs

El Cariso Men’s Golf Club, Aurelio Monreal

Earl Fagin
Steven Green, Park Regency

Advertisers

Hallmark Channel

Hamer Toyota

Law Office of Mitchell A. Karasov
Kiwanis Club of Northridge
InSoon & Tokiko Lee

Carlos Ordonez

Mission Realty

Oasis Funding, Fred Ensunsa
Park Regency

Pioneer Copy Machine Company

Prometa

Rafael Ruelas, Park Regency
Rusher Air

Sun Electric

Star Restaurant Equipment & Supply
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

VIC Social Concerns Committee
Tom Wallace & Family

Wheatman Insurance Services

Beverage Sponsors
Anheuser-Busch
Pepsi Bottling Group
Ralphs Grocery
Trader Joes

Entertainment Sponsor
Allen Weiss, Sounds of Music

Team Awards & Prize Sponsors
George Andrews & Al Johnson

Tee Bag Sponsors
Byer California
Hallmark Channel
Al Johnson

Auction and Raffle Donors

Aliso Creek Inn and Golf Course
Autry National Center

Fr. Bob Bonnot

Brent’s Deli

Colorado Belle, Laughlin, NV
Michael Edelstein

Elio’s Fitness for Success
Golden Nugget, Laughlin, NV
Harrah's Laughlin, NV

The Huntington Library

Fred Huckvale

In-N-Out Burger

Al and Donna Johnson
Knollwood Country Club

Dr. Lau, Mid-Valley Dental Care
Ladies Professional Golf Assoc.

L.A. Junior Chamber of Commerce

Sheryl Lautenschlager

Maly’'s Hair Care Products
Mimi's Café

Aurelio Monreal, Park Regency
On The Border Mexican Café
Pasadena Playhouse

Pioneer Hotel and Gambling Hall
Porter Valley Country Club
Professional Golf Association
Riviera Hotel & Casino Show

Howard Sattler

Santa Anita Park

Randy Slaughter

Simi Valley Golf Course

Six Flags Magic Mountain
UCLA

Universal Studios Hollywood
Allen Weiss

Coach John Wooden
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A United Way Agency

VIC Senior Centers are Here to Serve YOU

Providing caring and culturally-sensitive emotionsbcial, educational and practical support to e8|
their families and the community, and enhancingahality of life for seniors by helping them to mtain
an optimum level of health, dignity, well-being andependence.

A sampling of services and activities include:

Exercise Classes - Art Classes - Volunteer Opportunities
P.A.C.E. Arthritis - Music Appreciation - On Site Meals
Exercise - Monthly Parties - Homebound Meals
Quilting Classes - Speaker Presentations - Adult Day Support
Internet Classes - Blood Pressure Centers

Screenings and more

In N.Hollywood: 818-766-5165, Pacoima call 818-8&3D0 and Van Nuys call 818-781-1101




