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Mentoring Program f

Violence is now the second leading cause of
death among adolescents.Only unintentional
accidents claimed more lives. HELP MAKE A
DIFFERENCE NOW.

The Los Angeles Police Department and the Los
Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) have
entered into a collaborative effort to assist our
community’s youth in completing their educational
objectives by implementing a mentoring program in
three high schools and one middle school in the
City of Los Angeles. Research has shown that a
significant number of our youth are dropping out of
school between the sophomore and junior level.

The schools are as follows:

Van Nuys High School in Operations-Valley
Bureau
Belmont High School in Operations-Central
Bureau
Jefferson High School in Operations-South
Bureau
Markham Middle School in Operations-South
Bureau

Peace and Justice Issues
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The VIC Social Concerns Committee, in partnership
with Interfaith Communities United for Justice and
Peace (ICUJP) is providing an opportunity for
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or At-Risk Youth

We are asking for dedicated members of our
community who can give back to the community by
volunteering their time and enthusiasm to assist our
community’s youth who are in need of our
collective assistance.

Volunteers must be of good character and willing to
submit to a thorough background check. Each
mentor will be provided with training broken up
into a two-hour overview on one day and a six to
eight hour training class on a subsequent day. Each
mentor will be asked to make a one-year
commitment composed of at least two one-hour in
person sessions a month. The ideal commitment
will be one in person meeting each week. The
mentoring sessions will be held on the respective
school campuses. Each mentor will be matched
with a student who shares similar interests.

VIC joins with the LAPD and LAUSD in reaching
out to at-risk youth in the Valley. We are asking
for your help. If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Vicky Garcia, LAUSD at (213) 241-
2179

religious communities, and after nearly four years
ICUJP continues to be a thriving community of people
in pulpits and pews who hold out a vision of a more
peaceful, just and humane world, and see working for
peace and justice as a moral imperative of their
deepest religious beliefs.

In partnership with VIC Social Concerns Committee,
ICUJP would welcome the opportunity to visit your
faith community for presentations and discussion

congregations, temples and mosques to connect with
speakers and resources related to the faith community's
unique role in responding to peace and justice

challenges. ICUJP was created shortly after the 9/11
tragedies. The founder, Dr. George Regas, was joined
by a broad group of interfaith leaders and members of

about the prophetic call for peace and justice,
and about current local and global peace and
justice concerns. Through our outreach we

Continued on page 3



Message
from the
Chair

It is during the summer months
when many of us take vacations,
to distance ourselves from the everyday stresses and to
allow our minds to relax or to wander among more
pleasurable pursuits. And it is then when we have greater
opportunity to reflect on who and what we are, and what
we are capable of becoming.

We are parts of families, of communities, and of
societies. And we walk among others whose knowledge
and training and experiences may be quite different from
ours, and perhaps quite mysterious to us. And it is
important that we have understanding of each other

There is but a limited amount that each of us can see or
hear or smell. But there is so much that can be learned
from the experiences and feelings of others. We can
vicariously travel through realms that we personally
would never be able to enter.

Even as we walk along new paths, we are
reminded that the people we see are so very much like
us. The clothing and the skin colors and the speech and
the customs may differ, but we all have similar needs and
desires and goals, and we all suffer pain in the same
way. It is vital that we take advantage of the opportunity
to increase our friendships and get to know each other.

Yes, there are evil and frightening people. There
always have been and, regrettably, there may always be.
But most people, like you and me, and regardless of
where they came from or how or to whom they pray for a
better life, are good and kind if they are allowed to be.

We need to introduce ourselves to more and to
different people. We need to understand what others
believe and why they believe what they do. We need to
take advantage of what VIC offers: a true interfaith and
inter-cultural experience.

I encourage each of you to join VIC's dialogues, to
attend VIC's panel discussions and other interfaith
activities, to become friends with persons who have come
from different backgrounds, and to enrich yourselves
through the beauty of diversity.

| also wish each of you health and a pleasant and
eventful summer.

Earl Fagin

Sudanese Humanitarian
Crisis

Responding to what has been described as
the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, we

are grateful for the opportunity to include

this guest article byoy Picus. Joy served

as a Los Angeles City Councilmember from
1977-1993, representing the west San
Fernando Valley. She has been a member of
VIC since the beginning, and is currently a
member of the Advisory Council.

Jewish World Watch welcomes the
active participation of Valley Interfaith Council.
JWW was created and inspired by Rabbi Harold
Schulweis of Valley Beth Shalom, at his High
Holyday sermons last fall, and has had remarkable
success in its effort to involve the religious community
of the SFV in particular, and the greater Los Angeles
area. Its goal is to inform and mobilize our LA
religious community on the Sudanese genocide and
other issues of grave humanitarian concern. Currently
it is focusing exclusively on the genocide in Sudan.
However, it is envisioned as an organization that will
combat genocide and other egregious violations of
human rights around the world. The hope is to inspire
a re-birth of synagogue and religious-based global
social activism.

In a short time JWW has held 7 community
educational and advocacy programs, attracting 7,000
people. It has gathered 20,000 signatures urging the
UN to stop the genocide. $20,000 raibgdstudents

to provide water wells to the refugees in Darfur.
25,000 green “Do Not Stand Idly By” wristbands have
been sold. And $150,00Gxs been raised to provide a
medical clinic, food, and sanitation for the refugees in
Darfur with the first JWW funded medical clinic
opening on June 26, 2005 in Delieij, Darfur.

Our work is not done: 400,000 civilians in Darfur

have been killed. 2,000,000 civilians in Darfur have
been driven from their homes 100 people in Darfur die
each day.

Join us in wearing the wristband, signing petitions,
attending rallies, involving schoolchildren, requesting
a speaker for your congregation, volunteering and
more. You can reach me at: 818-346-6291, or at
joypicus@juno.com We welcome your involvement
and participation.

Joy Picus
(Editor's note: For more background on the Sudanese
humanitarian crisis go to:
www.StopGenocideNow.orjy




Speakers Availablecontinued from page)1

hope to engage and mobilize members of the faith
communities in more active participation in the repair
of this broken world.

Speakers are available for adult education hours, as
guest preachers, Bible study leaders, as members of
interfaith panels, and speakers for special programs.
We would be glad to tailor a program to meet the
interests and needs of your faith community.

The following are possible topics:

- Increasing our understanding of other faith traditions
- The challenges and opportunities of interfaith work
for peace & justice

- A faith perspective on: civil liberties, human rights,
nuclear disarmament, the death penalty, economic
justice, the war in Iraq and the environment

- Hearing the prophetic call to work for peace and
justice in a variety of sacred texts
- What exactly is "interfaith", and why does it matter?

ICUJP plans quarterly Preaching Peace Luncheons
where clergy and religious leaders can discuss the
opportunities and challenges involved in preaching
about peace & justice issues. Can we put you on the
invitation list?

For more information about ICUJP, its members, and
resources, please visit our websitevatiw.icujp.org

To request a speaker or panel for your faith
community please contact the ICUJP office at: 626-
683-9004. For more information about VIC's Social
Concerns Committee visit the VIC website at
www.vic-la.org and click on the Social Concerns

Committee or call VIC at 818/718-6460 ext. 3007

SAVE THE DATE

at Northridge United Methodist Church
9650 Reseda Blvd., Northridge, CA

Special Guest:

Hilda Solis

Congresswoman, 32nd District & Member of the Gengional

Hunger Caucus

Valley Hunger
Action Forum

Come patrticipate in a stimulating afternoon that
will equip you with the tools, action steps, and
local network to overcome hunger here in our

communities.

Partial list of co-sponsors:
Valley Interfaith Council’s Social Concerns Committee; Bread for thddd/drhe Alliance for

Democracy; The Los Angeles Regional Food Bank;

RESULTS

The Coalition to End Hunger amdedsmess;
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Valley Interfaith Council
10824 Topanga Canyon Boulevard
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Valley Interfaith Council
11™ Annual Charity Golf Tournament
Monday, October 24, 2005

Porter Valley Country Club
19216 Singing Hills Dr.

Northridge, CA

GOLFERS - California Scramble - Law of Mulligan
Participation Includes:
Green Fees - Tee Package - Electric Cart - Raffle & Auction
Continental Breakfast - Lunch provided by Outback, Northridge - Dinner
Fun-Fellowship-Food

$200 Per Golfer

Supports VIC charitable activities:

Meals On Wheels
Interfaith Food Pantry Coalition
Interfaith Dialogues & Panel Discussions
Multipurpose Senior Centers
Adult Day Support Centers

$40 Dinner Only Guests

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

$5,000 Diamond Sponsor $2,500 Gold Sponsor

4 Foursomes 2 Foursomes
Tournament Package- 16 Tournament Package- 8
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner-16 Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner- 8
Logo or name in 3 ¥s-page Logo or name in 2 ¥a-page
Daily News ads Daily News ads
1 Full page ad in event book 1 Half page ad in event book

1 Banner and 3 Tee Signs 2 Tee Signs
Bold Listing in Daily News Bold Listing in Daily News
"Thank You" ad "Thank You" ad

Call 818/718-6460 ext. 3007 for information and reg

$1,000 Silver Sponsor

1 Foursome
Tournament Package for 4
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner- 4
Logo or name in 1 ¥s-page

Daily News ads
Business card ad in event book
Tee Sign
Bold Listing in Daily News
"Thank You" ad

$175 Tee Sponsor

1 Tee or Green sign
1 Business card ad in event book
in Event Book
Bold Listing in Daily News
"Thank You Ad"

istration or register on-Line at  www.vic-la.org




