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Van Nuys Employer Joins
VIC’s Preventing Hunger
Coalition

Secured Bankers Mortgage Company (SBMC) located in
Van Nuys, is sharing their success with the community
by joining our Hunger Coalitionin abigway. On
March 3, lleene Parker of VIC’s Meals on Wheels
program received an $1875.00 check from Lance
Tendler, President, and Henry Megerdichian, Human
Resources Manager of SBMC, to pay for homebound
meal deliveriesfor five clientsfor a period of three
months! To top off their involvement in the campaign, a
group of SBMC employees volunteered to be Meals on
Wheels drivers. SBMC has also implemented an
ongoing charitable program. This month their
employees are also collecting clothing for the homeless.

Michael Mizrahi, Chair of VIC’s Preventing Hunger
Campaign comments, “Bravo to SBMC and to those
employees who volunteer to deliver meals, for
responding to this significant community need. Through
its generous support, Secured Bankers Mortgage
Company offers the kind of business leadership that is
needed to truly prevent hunger in the San Fernando
Valey.”



http://www.vic-la.org

FROM THE LONG ISLAND MULTI-FAITH FORUM
COMPASSION FOR THE POOR

As someone once observed about youth group sleepovers, "we don't all eat the same breakfast." Different religions do not teach the
same things, but there often are similarities among them and much that we can learn from one another. Here are some thoughts shared
by members of the Long Island Multi-Faith on the topic of compassion for the poor.

BAHAI

"O Ye Rich Ones On Earth!

The poor in your midst are My trust;
guard ye My trust, and be not intent
only on your own ease."

-- From the Persian Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah

"It became known that thy wish isto serve the poor. What
wish better than this! Those souls who are of the Kingdom
eagerly wish to be of service to the poor, to sympathize with
them, to show kindness to the miserable and to make their
lives fruitful." "Be an abundant treasure to the poor"

--From the Selections of Abdul-Baha

" What could be better before God than thinking of the poor?
For the poor are beloved of our heavenly Father. When His
Holiness Christ came upon the earth those who believed in
him and followed him were the poor and lowly, showing the
poor were near to God...But the poor are especially beloved of
God. Their livesarefull of difficulties, their trials continual,
their hopes arein God alone. Therefore you must assist the
poor as much as possible, even by sacrifice of yourself. No
deed of man is greater than helping the poor."

-- From the Foundations of World Unity by Abdul-Baha
BRAHMA KUMARIS

"Many believe that happinessis achieved through material
wealth. It istrue that it gives atemporary sense of well-being.
A rich person is not someone who has more but someone who
desires|less.

Happinessis the result of total appreciation of all that life
givesyou at every moment."

--From"The Gift of Peace"

BUDDHISM

"Buddhism likens wisdom and
compassion to the two wings of a
bird. It is only when the cultivation of
wisdom and compassion is perfected
that one becomes a Buddha. Towards
this end, Buddhist scriptures
prescribe six practices of perfection,

among which the practice of giving isthe first. Compassion
for the poor and the weak serves as abasis for this practice.”

"The depth of compassion in Buddhism is best
summarized by the following verse of Shantideva, a great
Buddhist teacher in the 8th century:

For aslong as space endures

And for aslong as living beings remain
Until then may | too abide

To dispel the misery of the world."

--Wei Tan

"When compassion and wisdom work together, we can bring
to those afflicted with poverty something more durable than
mere symptomatic relief. We can make fundamental changes
in the underlying network of causes that engender and sustain
the poverty that brings so much suffering at so many different
levels.

--Bhikkhu Bodhi

CHRISTIANITY:

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church is from Part 4, Section 2,
Article 3. Thearticle hasto do
with The Seven Petitions of The
Our Father. Under Article 3, it is
number 4; "Give usthisday our
daily bread." Paragraph 2831

"But the presence of those who
hunger because they lack bread opens up another profound
meaning of this petition. The drama of hunger in the world
calls Christians who pray sincerely to exercise responsibility
toward their brethren, both in their personal behavior and in
their solidarity with the human family. This petition of The
Lord's Prayer cannot be isolated from the parables of the poor
man Lazarus and of the Last Judgment."

(The foregoing was excer pted from the Long Island
Council of Churches newdletter. Our May issue will
contain teachingson thistopic from HINDUISM, ISLAM,
JAIN, JUDAISM and SIKHISM)



Interfaith Food Pantry Coalition

Locations

If you know of someone in need of food assistance, here
is a list of food pantry locations and phone numbers.
Please call first as each location operates different
If you can HELP provide food, these

days’hours.
pantries need your donations!

EAST VALLEY LOCATIONS

Glendale Community Center
North Hollywood Food Pantry

St. Jane Francis Catholic
Church

Lutheran Social Services
Loaves & Fishes Il, Van Nuys
M.E.N.D.

El Mesias

Loaves & Fishes Santa Rosa
Sepulveda Methodist Church

Greater Community Baptist

MID -VALLEY LOCATIONS

Van Nuys Seventh Day
Adventist

First United Methodist /

Reseda

Sova Kosher Food Pantry

WEST VALLEY LOCATIONS

Our Redeemer Lutheran

Outreach

Guadalupe Community Center

Fish of West Valley

West Valley Prince of Peace

818-409-3080

818-980-1657

818-766-7393

818-901-9480

818-997-0943

818-896-0246

818-899-2317

818-365-3195

818-830-4036

818-899-9155

818-787-8380

818-344-7135

818-342-1320

818-341-1629

818-340-2050

818-882-3474

818-346-6968

VIC’s Northwest Valley Adult
Day Support Center (ADSC)
Receives New Bus

Our bus has arrived!!! Funds were provided
through the California Department of
Transportation’s FTA Section 5310 which provides
grant funds for Access vehicles. Matching funds were
provided by the Ahmanson Foundation. The new
Medium Type Il Bus will transport 12 passengers plus
two wheelchair passengers.

We thank the Ahmanson Foundation for their
matching grant which, along with the Section 5310

funds havemadeit possible for us to serve more clients!

Located in Chatsworth, the ADSC provides non-
medical, non-institutionally based services for meeting
the physical, social and psychological needs of persons
60 years of age and over and other adults with physical,
emotional or mental impairments, and who require
assistance and supervision. Call 818/775-0429 for more
information about our services.

Memorial/Tribute Gifts

i A great way to remember a loved one, whether
! deceased or living, is to give a memoria or i
: tribute gift in higher name. In your letter
i accompanying such a gift, please tell us who the
i gift isin memory of or in tribute to, and who is
i giving the gift. We will send a thank you letter :
! to the contributor and to the family of the loved
i one in accordance with your instructions. Please
i send your contribution to the VIC: Attention: :
i Kathy Bradfield. If you have questions, call :
i Kathy for further information at 818-718-6460,
! ext 3001. :



