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VIC Selects Cambria Smith as New President 
 
The Board of Directors of VIC (Valley Interfaith Council) have selected 
Cambria Smith to serve as the President of VIC following Barry Smedberg’s 
retirement on April 17, 2006.  Smedberg has served as VIC’s President and 
Executive Director for the last 18 years. 
 
“We are confident that Cambria will be a capable and creative leader of VIC 
and that our staff, associates, clients and friends will be well-served by her 
abilities and her passion to aid others,“ said Earl Fagin, Chairman of VIC’s 
Board of Directors.   
 
Smith’s educational background includes a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Oxford University in England and Master of Arts degree in Religious Studies 
from Mount St. Mary’s College in Los Angeles.  She has worked for more than 
11 years in management and fund development in the nonprofit sector, most 
recently serving as the Assistant Executive Director of the Volunteer Center of 
Los Angeles.   
 
“I am excited and thrilled to be chosen as the new President of VIC.  VIC’s 
mission to bring people of diverse faiths and backgrounds together to address 
community needs aligns with my personal passions for social justice and 
interfaith action,” said Smith. 
 

 

VIC Purchases New Truck to Help Feed 
the Hungry in the Valley 

 
VIC President, Barry Smedberg (right) is pictured with 
our new truck that will be used to service the food 
pantry network in the Valley.  We are grateful to Al 
Johnson and Tom Wallace on VIC’s Board and Ileene 
Parker for their active and persistent roles in 
identifying and securing the truck.  Special thanks to 
Steve Johnson for his assistance in working with the 
Enterprise Corporation on our behalf.  We also thank the 
Knistrom Family Foundation, West Valley Food 
Pantry and Bob Hromadka for their extremely 
generous donations towards the purchase.   
 
 



 

Message from the 
Board Chair 

 
 

It is with mixed emotions that 
I write this column. 
 
Hugo Morris recently died.  

Hugo was a member of VIC’s Board of Directors for 
many years, chaired our government relations 
committee, served on our personnel committee, and co-
chaired our annual Labor Day celebrations.  He was a 
prominent and honored union spokesman and an 
unwavering advocate for social justice and fairness.  He 
was a bright and witty and accomplished man, whose 
contributions t VIC and the community were numerous.  
He seemed to know everyone, and everyone admired and 
respected him.  Hugo was our friend, and we will miss 
him, and we will be honoring him and his impact on all 
of us. 
 
After 18 years of nurturing and shaping and guiding VIC 
as its President, and after 18 years of harmoniously bring 
diverse groups together and overseeing the delivery of 
food and services to hundreds of thousands of our 
neighbors, Barry Smedberg is retiring.  Barry’s life has 
been devoted to caring for others - - from his service in 
the Peace Corps to his employment in ex-Mayor 
Bradley’s office to his work with Lutheran Social 
Services to his dedication to the mission of VIC.  
Perhaps, after April 17, Barry will be able to relish all 
that he has accomplished and enjoy the rest he so richly 
deserves. 
 
We are fortunate to have Cambria Smith succeeding 
Barry as the President of VIC.  Her education and work 
backgrounds are quite impressive, and she is wise and 
extremely capable.  We look forward to great 
accomplishments under her leadership. 
 
With grief, I mourn the loss of Hugo.  With fondness 
and appreciation, I wish Barry well in his new 
endeavors.  With pleasure and confidence, I welcome 
Cambria to VIC’s Presidency.  And, with pride in what 
we do, I encourage you to attend VIC’s numerous 
events, and in particular the Human Relations Awards 
Dinner, which will be held on May 11 (see insert). 
 
Thank you for your involvement with VIC. 
 

 

Barry Smedberg’s 
 Farewell Message 
 
After 18 years at the helm 
of (VIC) Valley Interfaith 
Council, I will be retiring as 
the President of this 

wonderful organization.  It has been a rewarding 
time for me; working with the wonderful folks who 
are the volunteers, staff and board that are the 
backbone of VIC and I marvel at what we’ve 
accomplished during these 18 years.  I am very 
pleased that my replacement, Cambria Smith, is 
coming on board as she will be a tremendous asset 
to our future. 
 
I will continue living in the 
area and remain committed to 
bringing the religious 
community together in 
harmony.  It is more important 
than ever that we understand 
one another and develop a 
sense of trust in each other’s 
religious traditions and not 
fear one another.  As I profess 
my Christianity I am equally anxious to hear the 
reason for each of our beliefs. There is nothing 
more important in our society than to dialogue and 
understand our religious beliefs and heritage.  And 
of course the best way to trust one another is to 
work on joint projects which VIC exemplifies.  
 I have been blessed and pray that each of you has 
been equally blessed. 
 
As I enter retirement years (and am now a full 
fledged senior!) I am happy to know that 
organizations like VIC are here to serve my 
population. 
 
My thanks to all of you for sharing the joys, trials, 
and tribulations that this experience has brought.  
We have touched this world by making it a better 
place for those thirsting for knowledge and/or 
needing a bridge to get or give help. 
 

 
 



 

Getting RESULTS! 
 
Members of VIC's Social Concerns Committee met 
Tuesday evening February 21st with Meredith 
Dodson, Director of Domestic Campaigns for 
RESULTS a global and national anti-poverty 
organization.  RESULTS was a co-sponsor of VIC's 
Hunger Forum held in October 2005.  Those in the 
photo are (L-R): Rhetta Alexander, VIC; Meredith 
Dodson, RESULTS; Al Sheahan, RESULTS; Dayla 
Frasier, ONION; Bob Nienhuis, Chair, VIC Social 
Concerns; not in the picture, Theresa Brady and Jan 
Holle.  As a follow-up to the Hunger Forum, 
members of VIC's Social Concerns Committee and 

other interested persons meet as a RESULTS committee at 7 pm, on the first Wednesday evening of each month 1/2 hour 
before the regular meeting of the Social Concerns Committee at the Onion located at 9560, Haskel Ave. in North Hills.  
RESULTS provides information on current national legislation that impacts the most vulnerable in our communities and 
provides opportunities for those concerned to advocate on their behalf through letter writing, phone calls and the media.   
 
All are welcome to attend.  Call Rhetta Alexander at 818/718-6460, ext. 3007. 
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                                          VIC BLANKET DRIVE A TERRIFIC SUCESS! 
  
This thank you is for all the wonderful people who responded to a article in the Daily News on 
February 1, 2006.  We want you all to know that so far we have received 611 blankets and we 
have given out 480 blankets to date and will continue giving them to anyone who needs one!  We 
have given out blankets at the food pantries, shelters, senior centers, on street corners, and at the 
parks.  We were  just amazed at the response.  We have received blankets from 
seniors, congregations,  families, students, businesses and community groups.  Not only did all you 
wonderful people respond to our request for blankets, you brought in quality and quantity more than 
we had hoped for.  There were blankets for babies, and twin, full, queen and king size.  We received 

beautiful hand made quilts, crocheted and knitted afghans, comforters and bed spreads.  Let me assure you that every single size and 
style is needed by someone and will be given to keep them warm.  So to all of you who took part in our VIC Blanket Drive, we Thank 
You for warming so many hearts, including ours.  
 

WATCH US GROW! 
 

VIC MEALS ON WHEELS PLANS TO OPEN SECOND DELIVERY S ITE! 
  
In order to better meet the needs of VIC clients, we are happy to announce that a second program site has been selected in the 
west valley. This VIC Meals On Wheels expansion is going to enable us to provide services to more clients in the western part 
of the San Fernando Valley.  Actually , by dividing the valley between two sites we believe that we will be able to serve more 
clients through out the entire Valley.  VIC Meals On Wheels is like no other meal program.  We are the ONLY program that 
serves people of all ages.  The meals that are delivered allow people to recover from accidents or illness.  These meals allow 
people to remain in their own homes, providing them with meal security.  Our volunteer drivers check on the well being of these 
clients as they deliver the meals.  These volunteers provide an important daily supplement with the meals they deliver, they 
care!   
  
To assure the success of this new location, and continue at the Van Nuys site, we need your support!   Donations are needed 
to underwrite the program expenses and pay for meals for the poor.  Volunteers are needed to provide the services.  Also, we 
need you to tell people, who might need meal support about this program and have them contact us. 
  
If you are interested making a donation or volunteering at the new West Valley site or at the Van Nuys site, call (818) 374-
5350   
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A United Way Agency 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 4, 2006, 7pm 
�

National Day of Prayer 
Interfaith Service 

 

�May 7th, 7pm�
�

Sacred Space Tour 
 

The Baha'i Center 
4830 Genesta Avenue 

Encino  91316-4113 
 

�May 11, 6:00pm��
�

Annual Human Relations  
Awards Dinner 

 
Tickets & Sponsorships available 

(See insert) 

�June 25th, 7pm��
�
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Interfaith Panel Discussion 
�

Islamic Center of Northridge 
 11439 Encino Avenue 

Granada Hills, CA  91344 
 

 
A Call for Volunteers 

The VIC office in Chatsworth needs volunteers to as sist in the 
office on an as needed basis.  Please call Nancy at   

818-718-6460 ext. 3001  
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Upcoming Events – Call the VIC office at 818-718-6460, ext. 3001 for information 


