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NEW PRESIDENT LOOKS FORWARD  On April 18, Cambria Smith 
assumed the helm of LA’s premier interfaith organization, the Valley 
Interfaith Council. A native of Bermuda, graduate of Oxford, world 
adventurer, interfaith explorer and seasoned executive with the 
Volunteer Center of Los Angeles, Cambria looks forward to catching 
more wind in VIC’s sails.   
 
“VIC has done a terrific job of organizing itself to address the needs of 
Valley people,” said Smith. “My charge is to extend VIC’s 42 year 
history of making a difference to reach still more people.”  Her priorities 
include social service, social justice advocacy, and interfaith 
collaboration with government and business to make our Valley a better

          place to live. She also wants to foster intergenerational programs. 
 
                                                                      Cambria faces major challenges. UCLA’s Center for Health Policy 
Research reports nearly 170,000 “food insecure” people in the Valley. “That’s unimaginable in this wonderful 
community,” says Smith. “We must do better.” There are also an unacceptable number of seniors needing VIC’s 
services but not accessing them. “We want all of our seniors to live healthier and better ... that’s what our Senior 
Centers are for!”  
  
Finally, Smith wants to continue building relationships of trust and collaboration between the various religious 
groups and the corporate and governmental sectors.  Cambria went on to say, “we see what religious ignorance 
and distrust spawn all over the world. Building interfaith harmony can help us avoid that here – this is the core 
mission of VIC!!!”  You, dear reader, can help. Call 1-800-JOIN-VIC and become part of  VIC’s BRIDGE TO HELP!!! 
 
PRESIDENT BUSH ASKS CORPORATIONS TO FUND FAITH-BASE D SERVICES President 
Bush recently urged corporations and foundations to make grants to faith-based groups “not for 
the sake of faith but for the sake of results.” He did so at a national conference in Washington 
sponsored by the White House Office of Faith-based and Community Initiatives two days after 
opening a center for such disasters as Katrina.  
 
As an interfaith-based organization that is part of the Valley’s disaster infrastructure, feeding  
the hungry and looking out for seniors especially, VIC and the VIC Foundation welcome and 
applaud the President’s call. �
 

ENTERPRISE RENT-A-CAR FOUNDATION GRANT TO VIC  VIC recently replaced its 
old broken down truck with a 16’ box Mitsubishi purchased from Enterprise Truck sales in 
Covina with the help of Jason Damiano, Regional Remarketing Supervisor. The truck 
delivers food to 19 independent pantries in VIC’s food pantry coalition.   
 
Jason’s boss, Keith Phillips, Enterprise Remarketing Manager, then helped VIC apply for 
a grant from the Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation. His request was honored and Keith 
with Jason delivered the check for $2500 to Fr. Bob Bonnot, Secretary of the Foundation. 
 
You also can help offset the cost of VIC’s truck and its operation or get involved in VIC’s 

preventing hunger efforts by contacting VIC’s Director of hunger programs, Ileene Parker at iparker@vic-la.org or 
by phoning 718-6460x3012. Ileene hopes to get signage on the truck soon so people can see VIC in action as it 
goes by!   
 

�

 

VIC President Cambria Smith boards Air Force One 
at the Reagan Library accompanied by VIC’s past 
Chair, Fr. Bob Bonnot  
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THERE’S MORE TO MEALS ON WHEELS THAN FOOD ! A permanent disability, a physical attack, and age were 
killing my spirit wrote Joyce. She was a part of the world people want to forget does exist. Then VIC’s ‘bridge to 
help’ brought her the kindest people that anybody will ever know. Her Meals On Wheels volunteer stepped in to 
help her get a restraining order that restored her security and peace of mind.  
 
Fr. Bob Bonnot shared Joyce’s heartwarming letter as he welcomed thirty VIC 
Foundation guests to the Northridge home of John & Kathy Ferris overlooking the 
San Fernando Valley.  Board chair and attorney Earl Fagin reminded them of 
VIC’s 42 year history of providing help to those struggling to feel they belong in 
the Valley.  President Cambria Smith recounted VIC’s services to senior citizens, 
and board member Mike Mizrahi sketched its efforts to prevent hunger for people 
right in our own neighborhood. 
 
 
ADULT DAY SUPPORT RESCUES MOM & DAUGHTER  Barbara Shreve loved 
her life as a business consultant roaming the western U.S. and Canada. Then her 
mom was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. Barbara found herself confined to 
four walls with a woman she loves who was losing her memory. Barbara thought 
she could cope but finally admitted that she needed help. She told her story at the 
VIC Foundation’s June 11 gathering in Northridge. 
 
A call to VIC board member and golden-years specialist Anita Miller brought relief. 
Anita recommended support groups for Barbara plus an adult day support center 
for mom. VIC’s Mason Street Adult Day Support Center met both their needs. It 
serves caregivers in the northwest part of the Valley and has given her mom a 
whole new group of friends and activities. Mom is now a “happy camper” and even off multiple medications she had 
been taking, and Barbara has launched a new career helping other caregivers. For them, VIC has truly been a 
‘bridge to help.’ For more information about VIC, visit www.vic-la-org or call 1-800-JOIN-VIC. 
 
 

POWER BREAKFASTS ALSO HELP  One way business gets done in the LA area 
is over breakfast.  So VIC invited 20 SFV power leaders to El Caballero Country 
Club on April 28 for a quick hour filled with nourishing food and meaningful 
information which enabled these adventurous early risers to talk about how walking 
VIC’s bridge enables them to give a boost to others.  
 
Attorney Earl Fagin told how he first got involved in VIC’s interfaith living room 
dialogues. Today he and his wife Eileen put a lot of their time and energy into 

keeping VIC’s bridge strong and open so it can power vitality to seniors, food to the hungry and harmony to people 
of different faiths.  
 
Participants shared stories about life in the Valley and the needs they see. Some talked about their own need to 
extend a helping hand.  Many lingered to chat long after the meeting ended. This is the essence of VIC – serving as 
a BRIDGE TO HELP. Communication is a two-way street, and so is helping each other!  The VIC Foundation 
thanks Paul Meshekow of GNW-Evergreen Insurance Services who generously hosted the breakfast. 
 
 
$25,000 CALFUND GRANT TO VIC FOUNDATION FOR SENIOR NEEDS The first 
recipient of funds from Calfund’s Senior Security Fund has been awarded to the VIC 
Foundation in the amount of $25,000. Eric Grodan, Calfund’s director of gift 
planning, announced the grant at the June 11 Parlor Meeting. “VIC’s work 
immediately came to mind as I pondered how funds could best be disbursed to 
meet senior needs in the Valley,” he announced.  The VIC Foundation wishes to 
express its gratitude to Eric and the Calfund organization for their very generous 
support. 
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DO YOU REALLY NEED THAT  SOCIAL SECURITY CHECK ???   
Mr. & Mrs. John Doe’s careers left them financially comfortable. Then 
social security checks started coming needed or not!   Feeling quite 
secure without them and uncomfortable each time the checks arrived 
in the mail, John called his friend, Eric Grodan, director of gift 
planning at the California Community Foundation to ask how he could 
put his social security checks to their intended use – securing senior 
citizens of our society.  That call inspired Eric to invite others in similar 

situations to donate their social security payments to a special fund that would make a big difference in greater LA 
for seniors struggling to survive and to feel secure. His appeal generated $150,000 for the senior security fund in its 
first year.   
For details on how you too can be part of this wonderful initiative, contact Eric at 213-413-4130 and give some 
thought to  designating your social security check as a gift  to help VIC provide its many senior services! 
 
COMPUTERS FOR SENIORS Crown Media of Studio City, operator of Hallmark 

Channel, recently donated ten desktop computers for 
VIC’s Senior Center computer labs plus a laptop for 
the Foundation. “We do business here and are part of 
the community,” said Brian Stewart, the channel’s 
chief financial officer. “We are pleased to help in this 
way.” Hallmark Channel, one of the cable TV’s top ten, celebrates its fifth anniversary 
in August. VIC thanks and salutes Hallmark Channel for its outstanding family-friendly 
programming including interfaith programs from Faith & Values Media. 

 
RON DEGGES ELECTED PRESIDENT OF VIC FOUNDATION  Pastor Ronald Degges, of the Little White Chapel 
Christian Church in Burbank succeeds Dr. Michael Edelstein as president of the Foundation. Ron has served as 

treasurer and is succeeded in that post by new board member Michael Mizrahi, regional 
public affairs manager for The Gas Company. Dr. Edelstein helped move the VIC 
Foundation from a passive to an active stance and affiliated it with the California 
Community Foundation and will continue to serve on the Board. Attorney Mark Novak 
becomes Secretary and Bruce Ackerman, President and CEO of the Economic Alliance of 
the SFV will continue as vice president.  The VIC Foundation serves as VIC’s fund 
development arm. 

            
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 RECENT DONOR$:                          NEEDS: 
Marilyn & Jeffrey Katzenberg Foundation Monitors, keyboards & mice for Senior Computer labs 
Crown Media (Hallmark Channel) U.S.  Parking lot repairs at Bernardi Senior Center 
The California Community Foundation   Restroom repairs at East Valley Senior Center 
The Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation  Outreach and marketing for Senior Dining Centers�
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Jul 27  Toast & Roast Honoring Barry Smedberg as “Champion of Peace”  
TBA  Service & Interfaith Harmony with Fritz Coleman as MC  
Sep 4  Labor Day Celebration  
Oct 1  National Gandhi Day Celebration  
Oct 23  VIC Annual Charity Golf Tournament  
Nov  5   CROP Walk to Prevent And Alleviate Hunger 

Please visit www.vic-la.org  for details 
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Barry Smedberg, Executive Director 

Rev. Ron Degges, President 
Bruce Ackerman, Vice-President 

Mike Mizrahi, Treasurer 
Mark Novak, Secretary 

Fr. Bob Bonnot, Michael Edelstein, 
Deborah Klein; Mark S. Novak 
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Dan Rothblatt, Consultant 

Ellen Barrie Aaronson; Elaine Berke; 
 Andrew Bunnin; Don Hennelly; Michael Landau; 
Shelly Levy; Herbert Reznikoff; Beverly Ventriss; 

Itzhak Yaron; 
Karen Beatton, Admin Support 
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-Partial List- 

Congressmen Howard Berman; Brad Sherman 
Howard (Buck) McKeon 
State Senators Richard Alarcon; Sheila Kuehl 
Assemblymen Dario Frommer; Lloyd Levine 
Assembly Member s Fran Pavley; Keith S. Richman 
Supervisors Michael D. Antonovich; Zev Yaroslavsky 
Council Members Alex Padilla, Wendy Greuel,  
Greig Smith; Jack Weiss; Dennis Zine; Tony Cardenas 
Mother Rosa Broadous 
The Rev. Albert G. Cohen 
Imam Jan Mohammad Diwan 
The Rev. Richard Garner 
The Rev. Dr. Dan Romero 
Bishop Maryann Swenson 
Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis 
Auxiliary Bishop  Gerald Wilkerson 
Julie Brumana; Randolph Dobbs; Bonnie Franklin;  
Joy Picus; Marsha Hunt; Richard Katz 

                                                                                                           
San Fernando Valley Interfaith Council 
10824 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 
Chatsworth, CA  91311 
www.vic-la.org 
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VIC SERVICES 
To Prevent Hunger 
Meals On Wheels 
Meals For Seniors  

Meals for the Homebound 
Food Pantry Coalition 

For Seniors 
Adult Day Support Centers 

Senior Centers 
Senior Shopping Service 
Handyworker Program 

Transportation 
For Individuals, Families & Children 

Meals On Wheels 
Interfaith Family Assistance 

Citizenship Program 
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